[Syncope and epileptic seizures].
Syncope is one of the most common symptoms leading to hospital admission. Thereby syncope can be induced by several diseases. It is crucial to detect underlying structural heart disease or high grade arrhythmias, as these are associated with an increased mortality. The careful history and physical examination can often give sufficient evidence to evaluate the origin of syncope. Additional examinations should only be applied selectively. In patients with structural heart disease the specific treatment should be initiated, in patients with cardiac arrhythmias the implantation of a pacemaker or ICD might be indicated. The most common neurally-mediated and orthostatic syncopes can often be treated successfully by physical training. Beside syncope epilepsy might be responsible for a transient loss of consciousness. Again careful history taking helps to differentiate between these two entities.